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1 TI M. I. 12, 


And I thank Chriſt 7eſus our Lord, who bath 
enabled me, for that be counted me faubful, 
putting me into the Miniſtry, 


HE Converſion of Paul, with his Call | 
to the Office of an Apoſtle, ſeems to 
have been the moſt glorious inſtance 

of the Ixrreſiſtible and Sovereign 

Grace of Jeſus Chriſt. When therefore that ve- 

Ty violent Perſecutor of Jeſus Chriſt, be— 

came a moſt zealous Preacher of Chriſt, it 

was the Wonder of all that knew him, both 

Believers andUnbelievers. Ir is ſaid, Acts. 9.21. 
All who heard him, both good and bad, were 

amazed, and ſaid, is not this be that deſiroyed | 

them that called cn this name in Fcruſalem, and 
came bither for this intent, that be might bring | 
them bound unto the chief Prieſts * And again, it 
is ſaid, Gal. 1. 22, 23, 24. The Churches in Fudea | 
which were in Chrift,when they heard, that he which 
CC Fer ſecuted 
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2 Pruithſulneß in the Miniftry, 


Perſecuted them in times paſt, now Preached the 
Faith which be once deſtroyed, they glorified God 
in him, i. e. for that Wonderful Change 
wrought in him. . 

BUT none, upon this account, ſo much ad- 
mired and glorified GOD our Saviour, as the 
Apoltle Faul himſelf did. Upon all proper 
occaſions, he did, with a tranſported Soul, 
publiſh and praiſe the Power and Grace of 
Jeſus Chriſt whereof he had ſuch fignal expe- 
rience, In that Paragraph of Scripture which 
now lies before us, he very particularly ſets forth 
as he rerms ir,the ſuperabounding of theGrace of 
Chriſt, towards ſuch a Capital Sinner as he 
had been. And then he breaks forth into a 
rapture of Praiſe to Jeſus Chriſt on the 
Account thereof. 

THE Words of our Text are the beginning 
of this his moſt grateful Recognition of the 
Grace and Kindneſs of Jeſus Chriſt to- 
wards him. And therein he gives thanks to 
Teſus Chriſt for rwo things, G 
- 1. FOR putting bim into the Miniſtry. The 


Miniſtry is a general Name comprehending in 
it every Function in the Church of Chriſt. 


Here it eſpecially means the Apo/cſhip, which 


| is ſtiled a Miniſtry, As 1. 25, Though this 
vas the higheſt Office in the Goſpel-Churct, 


yet it was a Miniſtry,not a domination. In the. 
diſcharge of it, the Flock of Chriſt was to 


be Miniſtred to, not Lorded over. Into this 

high and holy Office, Pal was put by Jeſus 

Chriſt Himſelf, and that after His A ſcenſi- 
on into Heaven. For this he gives Thanks, as 
alſo, 
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5% D melting: him Faithful i in His Work. 
Jeſus Chriſt Counted bim Faithful. Not 
that He found him ſo, but made him ſo. And 
that by enabling him. The Original Word is 
a Compound Verb ſignify ing an znward Streng- 
thening, by ſuch an Efficacy and Influence as 
reach the very Soul in an immediate wan- 
ner. Such an Effectual and Powerful Work 
of Chriſt as this, the Apoſtle had experi- 
ence of upon his own Spirit, to which he af 
cribes his fidelity in his Office, and tor which 
he gives Thanks to Jeſus Chriſt. As the 
Words are Euchariſtical, I ſhall confider them 
under the Application of the Doctrine; which 

may be this — | 


IT i the LORD 78s US CHRIST, who Enables 
His Minifter 5, unte tbe Faith D; iſcbarge 
of their Duty. 


WHAT our Duty is, was largely and faith- 
Fully ſer before us on the laſt Occaſion of this 
Nature. I deſign at this time, only to lead 


up our Thoughts to the Fountain, from whence | 


all Power is Derived and Conveyed to us, for 
the Faithful performance of our Duty. And 
this may be done under Two Fropofitions 2 


PROP. I. THE Miniſters of FESUS CHRIST 
are not able of themſelves Fairhfully 0-Diſcharge 
their Duty. This is a Truth ſuppoſed and in» 
plied in the Text. Conſider Chrift's Minif 
db in themſelves, and there is nothing witk 

them. 


[| 


4 Faitbfulneſs in the Miniſtry, 
them, bur Weakneſs and Inſufficiency for ſo 
great a Work. Separate Chriſt from them, 
and they can do nothing as they ought to do. 
John 15. 5, Withour me, ye can do nothing. In 
themſelves there is a Total Inability, unto the 
fulfilling of the Work of the Miniſtry, in a 


due and faithful manner. For the Proof ot this, 


I need do no more than produce the und iſſem- 
bled acknowledgments of Selt- inſufficiency 
made by the Apoltle aul. We find him upon 
all bon: confeſſing his own utter inſuffici- 
PI ro his Miniſterial Work. Thus, 2 Cor. 3. 
5, 6. Not that tee are ſufficient of ou:ſelves, 
70 think any thing as of our ſelves, but 
our ſufficiency is of GOD, who alſo bath made u 
Able Miniflers of the New Teftament, No 
Words can be more expreſſive of Self inſuffici- 
ency, He takes in himſelf with rhe other 
Miniſters of rtheGoſpel, and profeſſes that nei- 
ther they, nor he, were ſufficient as of them- 
ſelves to think any thing. He was not of 
himſelf capable of raifing in, his Mind ſo 
much as one good thought. Thus he ſpeaks 
of his own Incapacity,not in a Way of feigned 
Modeſty,but godlySincerity. Again, 1 Cor. 15. 10. 
T labcured more abundantly than they all, yet not 
J. but the Grace of GOD which was with me. No 


Tooner had he mentioned his much ſuperior 
Labours to thoſe of the reſt of the Apoſtles, 


but he immediately ſubjoins, yet not I, hut the 
Grace of GOD which was with me. He "wholly, 
diſclaims them as the Effects of his own ſuffi- 


ciency, and aſcribes them entirely to the 


Concomitant Grace of GOD. From cheſs Pla: 
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Son, than from rheFather, 


Derived fom CHRIST. 5 


ces, not to name others which will Hereafrer 


occur, it is moſt evident, that this holy Apoſtle 
was under a deep ſenſe and apprehenſi- 
on of his own total Self-inſufficiency unro the 
Diſcharge of the Duty of his Miniſtry. Now 
let us a little confider who he was, that makes 
this open and repeated Confeſſion of his own 
Inſufficiency. He was one, perhaps, not ſe— 
cond to any meer Man. One, who before his 
Converſion, was a Perſon of great parts, learn- 
ing and moral accompliſhments. One; who 
was miraculouſly and immediarely called by 
Jeſus Chrilt Himſelf from Heaven, One, 
that was taken up into Paradiſe, into the 
third Heaven. One, that was abundantly fur- 
niſhed with extraordinary and ſupernatural 


Endowments of Mind. 


THIS is he, who declares that he was not 
ſufficient as of himſelf to do that Work where 
unto he was called. And if be durſt not pre- 


tend to a ſelf ſufficiency, none will do ſo, but 
ſuch as ſwell wich curſed Pelagian pride. 


Chriſt's Miniſters then cannot of themſelves 


faithfully diſcharge the Duty of their Mi- 
| niſtry. | 8 Wherefore, | 


© PROP. II. IT 5 FESUS CHRIST, tho Enables 


them unto the Faithful Diſcharge of their Duty. 
From Him, and from Him alone, comes all 
their help and ability. And it comes from 
Him, not ſimply conſidered as GOD : For fo, 


Sinners, as we all are, can no. more receive 
Grace and Strength immediately from the 
Nor does it come 
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Faithfulneß in the Miniſtry, 


from Jeſus Chriſt meerly conſidered as 
Ged-Man, For ſtill, Sin ſtands as aBar in the 
way of all Communications of Grace to us. Ir 


therefore comes from Jeſus Chriſt confi- 
dered as God. Man inveſted with ihe Office of 


a Mediator. In the Execution of this Office, 
He ſatisfies for lin, and ſo removes that Obſta- 
cle out of the way; and alſo purchaſes all 
Grace for us, and diſpenſes it to us. By His 
Mediation He opens the Divine Fountain of 
Power, and fo conveys ſtrength ro us by the 
Holy Spirit. Hence the holy enabling Spirit 
of Chriſt, comes in purſuance and by means 
of Chriſt's Interceſſion. Joh. 14. 16, 17. I will 
pray the Father and he ſhall give you another Com- 
forter, that be may abide with you for ever, even 
the Spirit of truth. The Son of God Incarnate, 
in the diſcharge of His Mediatory Office, is 
then the helper of His Miniſters. Their 


Redeemer is their ſtrength. And He thus 


enables rhem three ways, 
1. BY conferring upon them thoſe Sanifying 


Gifts and Graces, which lay the Foundation of 


their fitneſs for the faithful Diſcharge of their 
Duty. Without a Participation in ſuch Gifts 
and Graces there can be no performing the 
Work of the Miniſtry with Faizhfulneſs. For 


we cannot ſuppoſe thoſe: to be faithful Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel, who, (to ſay no more) have 


mot the leaſt exerciſe of fincere Love to Chriſt 


or the Souls of Men in the whole courſe of | 


their Miniſtry, Now; this fundamental Qua- 
lification for Miniſterial Faithfulneſs, is from 


not 
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the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. All Grace is from Him, 
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a3 not meerly as a Channel thro' which *tis con- 
he veyed ro us, but as a Fountain from whence 
Ir it flows down unto us. He is the Head from 
li whom all Life and Grace is communicated to 
of theChurch which is His Body. Our of that al- 
e, neſswhich is in Hin, tbey do all receive, and Grace 
11 For Grace, Joh. 1. 16. Not properly in a way 
IL of tran Juſion, as if that numerical Grace which 
15 is inherent in Chriſt, did paſs from Him into 
f us, which is not poſſible: but in a way of 
de powerful Operation, effectually working in us 
t by His Holy Spirit, the ſame kind of Graces, 
5 with rhoſe created Graces in His Humane Na- 


4 ture. Jeſus Chriſt has a fulneſs of Mediatorial 
i Power, whereby He ſends forth the Holy Spi- 
1 Tir, by whom He makes Application of His Pur- 
7 chaſed Gifts and Graces ro them that are His: 
5 for Chriſt communicates all Grace by His Spi- 
r rit. And thus Jeſus Chriſt beſtows Graces and 
, Gifts on His Miniſters, whereby they are habi- 
tually fitted and enabled, for the doing their 
| duty faithfully. By His Spirir He renews and 
4 ſanctifies them, endows them with ſpirirual 
' = Knowledge and wiſdom, and all ſuch Graces, 
as diſpoſe them to and render them capable of 
 {* fidelity in their work. All that Grace, which 
any in the Church of God, whether Publick 
Officers or Private Chriſtians, do partake of, 
they receive ir all from Jeſus Chriſt. Eph. 4.7. | 
But unto every one of ws 1s given Grace according | 
10 the meaſure of the gift of Chriſt, Jeſus Chriſt 
be ſtows it on them and works it in them by 
the Holy Spirit, which proceeds from Him, | 
and is ſent by Him for that end, and with whom | 
1323 | He 
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He does co-operate in that bleſſed work, inaſ- 
much as the power whereby ir is effected is 
the {ame in Him, and in the Holy Spirir. 


2. BI Increaſing thoſe Gifts and Graces in 
them, whe reby they are more and more fitted for 
tbe Faithful Diſcharge of their Duty. Chriſt's 
Miniſters cannot of themſelves make the leaſt 
addition to the Graces they have received. 
All their ſpiritual growth is from Jeſus Chriſt 
alone. As the foundation, ſo the ſuperſtruc- 
ture of Grace, is from Him. *Tis he that edi- 
fies them in all their gracious Qualifications 
for their Work, and that by His Holy Spirit. 
Thus when Chriſt was about ro aſcend into 
Heaven, He told His Apoſtles that they ſhould 
receive power after that the Holy Ghoſt was come 
uon them, Acts I. 8. i. e. They ſhould receive 
greater power and ability unto the Diſcharge 
of their Duty, by a Collation of greater-mea- 
Jures of Gifts and Graces than they had be- 
fore, And accordingly we find, that after the 
Holy Ghoſt made His deſcent upon them, their 
knowledge, faith, zeal, courage, patience, &c. 


were Wonderfully increaſed. As the branches 


do grow by more plentiful Communications 


of ſap to them from the root; ſo do Faithful 


Miniſters and Chriſtians grow by a more plen- 
tiful Communication of the Spirit to them bß 
Jeſus Chriſt. By that bleſſed Spirit they are 4 


made more knowing, wiſe, meek, patient, ſpi- 


ritual and heavenly, and ſo ate better capaci- 
rated tor their Duty, br» & | 
3, 1 
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3. BY conſtant Communications of ſpecial 
Aſſiſtance unto the due Exerciſe of thoſe Gifts 


en Graces, wherein Faithfulneß dozs Conſiſt. 


Miniſterial Faithfulneſs conſiſts in a vigorous 
uſe and improvement of Miniſterial Gifts and 
Graces. He is a good and faithful Servant, 
who well employs the Talents which he has 
received, Mar. 25. Now, without ſpecial aids 


from Jeſus Chriſt, Goſpel-Miniſters cannot ſo 


improve the Talents committed ro them, 
Their Gif's and Graces,it unaſſiſted by the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, will not exert themſelves, nor 


bring forth any good fruits, Though there 
be a power to act in Grace received, yet it can 


do nothing unleſs excited and actuated by the 
Holy Spirit of Chriſt, As there is a living 


Power and diſpoſition in the branch to bear 
truir, yet it does not put forth it ſelf, but by 


ſap communicated to it from the root. Minit- 


ters then do need the Grace of Chriſt to be 
with them, as well as in them, in order unto 


faithfulneſs. Jeſus Chriſt therefore does grant 
unto them ſupernatural influences and aſſiſtan- 


ces, Whereby they are enabled, not only to do 


Duties, bur ro do them well. He ſtrengtbens 


them wuth might, by bis Spirit in the inner man, 


Eph. 3. 16. By the ſtrengthening influences 
of the Holy Spirit, the habits of Grace infuſed, 


are made to act powerfully and vigorouſly in 


the way of Duty. 


HERE I might deſcend to a particular enu- : 


9 


meration of the various Duties required of 

Miniſters, and ſhow how Jeſus Chriſt by the | 

yo uchſafements of aſſiſting Grace, does enable | 
5 5 them 
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them thereunto. Bur I ſhall only ſi gle out 
a few of the principal of them. 

1. FESUS CHRIST Enables them to bear in a 
right manner all thrir Trials and Sufferings. 
The Faithful Servants of Chriſt in the Miniſ- 
try, are uſually the Subjects of manifold and 
great Afflictions. Sometimes they are exerciſed 
with bodily infirmities and pains, 1 Tim. 5.23. 
Sometimes they labour under wants and po- 
verty, Rev. 2. 9. Sometimes they are re- 
proached and reviled, i Tim. 4. 10. Sometimes 
they are grievouſly perſecuted by the Men of 
this World, Mat. 5.12. A brief Catalogue of 
their Sufferings the Holy Apoſtle Pau! gives 
us, in 1 Cor. 4.11, 12, 13. Even unto this pre- 

ent hour, we both hunger, and thirſt, and are na- 
ked, and are buffeted, and bave no certain dwel- 
ling place, and labour working with our own hands, 


are reviled, perſecuted, defamed, and made as 


the filth of the world, and as the off. ſcouring of all 
things to this day. | 
NOW, whatever kind of Sufferings Chriſt's 
Faithful Miniſters do undergo, they commonly 
bear them with patience, and many times, 
with much contentment and cheerfulneſs ot 
Spirit. But who is it that enables them thus 
to do? *Tis Jeſus Chriſt alone. When the | 
Apoſtle Paul had declared that he knew how 
to behave himſelf a-righr both in prcſperity | 
and adverſity, he preſently tells us that he 
could not do this of himſelf, bur only through 
the aſſiſting Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Phil. 4.13. Ican do all things through Cbriſt which 
fſtrengtbneth me. So When he was brought to 
—_— | an{wer 


Derived pom CHRIST. 11 
anſwer for himſelf before Nero, all Men forſook 
him, being afraid to appear in his Defence before 
that cruel and bloody Emperor. Being left under 
theſe diſcouraging circumſtances, he was in great 
danger of being diſſpirited, overwhelmed and 
ruined,yet he managed hisCauſe With courage, 


ſucceſs, and ſafety. Bur whence was this, not 
from himſelf, but from Jeſus Chriſt. 2 Tim. 


4.17. Norwiubſlanding, the Lord flood with me, and 
ftrengibened me, that by me the preaching of ibe 
Goſpel might be fully known, and that all the Gen- 
tiles in the Pagan Court might hear; and I was 
delivered out of the mouth of the Lion. 

2. FESUS CHRIST Enables them to reſiſt and 


overcome their Temptations. Chriſt's Faichful 


Miniſters ſhall be no ſtrangers to Temptation. 
They may expect in a peculiar manner to be 
aſſaulted by the powers of Hell. For, their 
great Work and Buſineſs is, to pull down the 
Kingdom of Satan, and to erect the Kingdom 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. No wonder there- 


fore if he caſt his ftery darts at them and pur- 


ſue them with his helliſh ſuggeſtions. Some- 
times he may be permitted to tempt them to 
the moſt dreadful and horrible things, as hard 


thoughts of God, of Chriſt and Religion, yea, 


to infidelity itſelf. Bur oftentimes they are 
tempred ro unfaithfulneſs in their Office, by 
floth,flattery, partiality, &c. Such Temptations 


as theſe, hefides what are common to them 


with all Chriſtians, they may be exerciſed 
with. Now He that gives them ſtrength to 
withſtand and conquer theſe Temptations, is 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt alone, He in his own 

J or Cs 


12 Faithfulneß in the Miniſtry, 

Perſon engaged in a combat with the Tempterz 
and that for this end, among others, that He 
might know how to ſuccour them- thar are 
tempted, Heb. 2. 18. From his own experience 
of the violence of Satan's Temprations, He is 
more fitted and inclined to afford aſſiſtance to 

his tempted Servants. And it is through the 

ſufficiency of His Grace and Strength that they 
are made able to ſtand in the hour of Tempra- 

tion. 2 Cor. 12. 9, His fliengtb is made perfect 

in their weakneſs, Tis not by their own power 

that they get victory over Satan, but by the 

power of bis might, Eph. 6. 10. If the moſt 

eminent Miniſters of Chriſt were left to them- 

ſelves, they would become a very eaſy prey 

to Satan, as we lee in the caſe of the Apoſtle 

Peter. None bur Jeſus Chriſt the Captain of 
our Salvation, can bruiſe Satan under our feet, 

and cauſe us to triumph over him. 


3. JESUS CHRIST Enables them to Preach as 
they ought to do, both for matter and manner. 
*Tis by Him that they are enriched in all utterance, 
and in all knowledge, 1 Cor.1.5. Their furniture 
with knowledge in divine things is from Jeſus 
If Chriſt. He by His Spirit /cads them into all 
trutb, Joh. 16. 13. He enables them to underſtand 
the myſteries of the Goſpel in order to the 
diſcharge of their Office. From the holy Jeſus 
they receive the unction, even the Holy Spirit 
in his Gifts and Graces, whereby they are made 
to know all things neceſſary to their own 
Salvation, and the Salvation of thoſe that hear 
them, 1 Fob, 2, 20, Jeſus Chriſt by His Ss 
L Et FE AAlliſts 
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3 | aſſiſts them in the inveſtigation or find ing out 
of Truths, ſo as not only to have a probable 
notion of them, bur alſo a gracious ſatisfy ing 
aſſurance of the certainty thereof. And not 
only does He furniſh their minds with juſt and 
right notions of Truth in general, bur alfo 
ſometimes directs & determines their thoughts 
to the moſt ſuitable Truths, and that in a very 
ſovereign and ſurprizing manner: Hereby 
accommodating their Labours to the ſpecial 
8 unknown Circumſtances of ſome that fit under 
their Miniſtry. 'Tis alſo by His powertul 
ſpiritual influences thar their Preparations for 
| the Sanctuary are at any time facilirated to 
them. Experience has undoubtedly taught us, 
that whey Chriſt with-holds His aſſiſtance, our 
work goes on {lowly and heavily, but when 
He lets forth His enlighrening and enlarging 
influences it goes on ſweetly and comforrably. 
__ FURFHEKMORE, it is the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt that enables His Miniſters faithfully, 
affectionately and feelingly to deliver the 
Words of Truth prepared by them. From Him 
it is, that their urrerance is animated with 4 
moving compaſſion to the Souls of Men, and 
zealous concern for their Salvation, unto the 
Glory of GG). 1 | 


4. JESUS CHRIST Enables them to Pray ſpiri- 
raly. Right Prayer is a very ſpiritual work. 
*1is not a meer labour of the Lip and Brain, 
conſiſting in a vigorous exerting our natural 
powers, and exerciſing the Gifts of utterance, 
'mem6ry- and invention. For all this may be 

PRE” 1 | __ Without 


24 —FiithfulneS in ile Miniſtry, 
Without the leaſt ſpirituality in praying. But 
in right and acceptable prayer, there is an ex- 


erciſe of ſpiritual ſenſe and a working of 


Spiritual affeclions, ſo as really to diſcern the 


incomparable worth and excellency of ſpiri- 
tual Bleſſings, ſenſibly to feel an abſolute. need 
of them, and earneſtly to defire a participation 
in them, that we may ſerveGod,& be ſaved. Now 
It is Jeſus Chriſt alone who thus enables us to 
pray, beſtowing upon us theShirit of Grace Q Sup- 
plication according to his promiſe, Zech. 12. 10. 
By His Holy Spirit He helps our inſirmities, 
| giving us a more clear view of ſpiritual Bleſ- 
lings in their glory and greatneſs, and railing 
In our Souls moſt fervent and unutterable 
longings after a more full and ſenſible intereſt 


in them. Rom. 8. 26, This is that praying in 


the Spirit Which is recommended to us as the 
only ſucceſsful way of praying, Eph. 6. 18. 


Jude 20, When we have ſuch ſpecial aſſiſ- 


tances from the Spirit of Chriſt, then will our 


Prayer, both as to matter and manner, be ac- 
cording to the Mind of GOD, and ſhall aſ- 
ſuredly receive a gracious anſwer from Him, 
| Roms. 27. 5 | Le 


 TRUS much may ſuffice for the Doftringl 
handling of the point. I now proceed to make 


Application thereof in two or three Words. 
T ſhall only give brief hints of things, which | 


thoſe that hear, need none of my enlarge 
ments upon. 6-01 QC) 
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Derivel from CHRIST. 13, 


APPLICATION. 


ut 
X- ; | A ' 
8 US E l. WE hence ſee the exceeding Rich's 
of the Grace of CHRIST, in jo gloriouſiy reuard- 
b 4 ing His Faithful Miniſters in the World to ci me. 
: In this World, they many times ſeem to haye 
PN | little or nothing of a Reward. But in the fu- 
ture World, they ſhall receive a Reward ex- 
0 ceed ing great. They ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs. 
P” I of the firmament, and as the ſlars for ever and 
%* Þ ever, Dan. 12. 3. They ſhall receive a Crown of. 
15 Righteouſneſs or Holineſs, 2 Tim. 4. 8. A 
cron of Life, Rev. 2. 10. A Crown of Glry 
5 that fadeth not away, 2 Pet. 5. 4. The Meta- 
8 phors are exceed ing lofty, yet fall far ſhort, 
of the thing itſelt, giving only an obſcure Re- 
7preſentation of what it ſhall be. For no 
© | Words, or Conceptions of Men, can reach the 
£ greatneſs of that Glory which Chriſt has pre- 
* pared for His faithful Servants, and which 
He will give unto them, in that day when He 
- | ſhall come to be glorified in His Saints and 
- | admired in all them that Believe. Now, this 
molt glorious Reward appears, from the 
Doctrine before us, to be an effect of the moſt 
glorious free Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
'Tis He that qualifies them for their- Work, 
that enables them to their Work, and then re- 
wards them for the doing of it. Chriſt gives 
the Qualifications, and then Recompenſes the 
Perſons ſo qualified. Chriſt gives all the 
ſtrength to do duty, and then rewards the Per- 
ſons who do it by His ſtrength. Is this the 
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manner of Man O Lord ! How marvellous is 
the Grace of Chriſt herein ! How ſhould we 


adore the Grace of Chriſt in the Promiſe of 
ſuch a gloriousReward / and how humblyſhould 


we expect the befiowment of it upon us. 


USE II. WE are hence taught to whom we 


are 10 give the Glory of all Abilities unto Duty, ob- 
ſerved in others, or exferienced by ourſelves, 


even to Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, To Him we are 
to give the Glory of all Miniſterial abilities 
obſerved in others. *Tis not to be given to 
Men, wharever they be or do. Burt the whole 
Glory is to be carried fully to Jeſus Chriſt. 
We ought to give Men their due, to reverence 
their Gifts and Graces, to encourage them as 
there may be need, to reſpe& them as Chriſt's 
Inſtruments, and labour to imitate them, but 
no further. We muſt let Chriſt loſe nothing, 
who does all in them and by them. Jeſus 
Chriſt is to be bleſſed for all the good that is 
to be ſeen in them and that is done by them. 
All rheir furniture for Service, and all their 
actual Serviceableneſs, is from Jeſus Chriſt 
alone: and therefore theCrown is to be ſet on 
his head alone. Gal. 1. 24. They glorified God 
in me, - 
AGAIN, As for all ability unto Duty expe- 
rlenced by ourſelves, we are to give all the 
Glory thereof unto Jeſus Chriſt, We ſhould 
be exceeding careful that we he not proud of 
parts or performances, arrogating that to our- 


ſelves which belongs to Jeſus Chriſt. What 


haye we that we have not treely received ? 


Jeſus Chriſt ? There is then no room left for 
boaſting in ourſelves, but our glory ing ſhould F 
be in the Lord. The great Apoſtle Paul is a 


was he from Self Elation? If any Man had bf 


Man was further off from glory ing in himſelf + | 
his Lord ? In our Text and Context he aſcribes - | 
city for, and fidelity in the diſcharge of that 


Grace of Chriſt to him, 1 Cor.2.25. I am— one 


fair 


uſe that is to be made of felt infitmities. We 
are not thereby ro he diſheartened, but be | 
made more ſenſible of our need of His ſpecial Þ| 
affiſtance, and accordingly berake ourſelves to 


; ſeek to Him, inaſmuch as there is an all fulneſs 1 


Derived from CHRIS T. 5 1 
What do we that we are not enabled to do by ' | 


ſhining pattern to us in this caſe. How free 
whereof ro boaſt, he had more. Yer what 


than he? What Man was more ſtud ious to 
transfer all Glory from himſelf to Jeſus Chrilt ' 


to Jeſus Chriſt all the Glory of his call ro the (i 
Office of an Apoſtle, all the Glory of his capa- | 
Office. His Soul is concerned that Chriſt | 
alone might he exalted. And he magnifies the 1 


that bath obtained mercy of the Lord to be Faithful. 1 | 


USE II. THIS ſhows s to whom we are to 
"PP ourſelves, for all enablement unto ' the | 

ful diſcharge of our Duty, even to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. To him muſt our Eye be for all | 
Grace and Strength, Under a ſenſe of our own' | 
Weakneſs we muſt have conſtant recourſe un- 
ro Him. Our perſonal infirmities ſhould car- | 
ry us to Chriſt. This is the true and right, | 


AN we have the greateſt encouragement to 


of 


Faihſulnas in the Miniltry, 
of ſufficiency in Him for this very end, that- 
He might communicate thereof unto us. God 


in infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, has put the 
ſtock of Grace into His Hands, to ſecure it for 
us and give it out unto us, as we may ſtand 


in daily need thereof, Col. 1. 19. And He 
will be true to the Office-truſt His Father has 
repoſed in Him. r 

MOREOVER, It is Chriſt's Work we are 


engaged in, and we may aſſure ourſelves, that 


He will be no hard Maſter, requiring more of 
us, than He is willing to enable us unto. And 


to remove all ſuſpicions in this caſe, He has 
left us His ſure word of promiſe, that He will 
always be with us to ſtrengthen us unto His 


Work, Matb. 28. 19. 5555 

BU beſid es theſe gracious encouragements, 
there is alſo a neceffiry lyingupon us, to go toHim 
for help and ſtrength. For without His ſpeci- 
al aſſiſtance, tis impoſſible for us to do our 
work todiod's Acceptance and our ownSalvation. 


" *Tis poſſible, that we may pleaſe Men, and 


profit others, by the ſtrength of natural and 
acquired parts,accompanied with meer common 
aſſiſtance. But we cannot pleaſe God, nor pro- 
fit our own Souls; we can bring forth no good 
fruits whereby God ſhall be glorified and our 


Souls eternally ſaved, wirhout ſpecial aids of 


Grace from Jeſus Chriſt. See Fobn 15.4,5. Wo 


then will be unto us, if the Lord be not our 
very gracious helper. We cannot without 
fear and trembling intenſely think of that 
moſt awful Scripture, Mat. 7. 22. Many will 


fay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 


 propheſied 


\ Derived om RIH T 19 


propheſied in thy name? It only remains | 
that we conſider the ſucceſſul Way of going to 
| Jeſus Chriſt for his ipecial aſſiſtance. 
5 And, fe | 135 


1. WE muſt go to Chriſt in the Way of Prayer. 
Common athtance may be had, without an7 
prayer. Bur ſuch aſſiſtance, in ſuch a Way, 
cannot ſatisfy us. But as for {ſpecial aſſiſtance, 
whereby alone we ſerve Chriſt acceprably- in 

the Goſpel, that will never be had withour | 
earneſt and importunate Prayer. to Jeſus |! 
Chrilit. Heb. 4. 16. Let come boldly to the | 
throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and | 

find Grace to belp in a1ime of need. The throng | 

of Grace is here eſpecially aſhgned ro GOD | 

the Father, and Jeſus Chriſt is repreſented in | 

the quality of a great high Prieſt making in- 
terceſſion ar this throne : and conſequently. we 

are directed to come to GOD the Father thro? | 
the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, for all needed 
Grace. Yet this does not exclude Jeſus Chriſt 

from being the Obje& of our invocation, and | 

the diſpenſer of the Graces we need. For in 
calling upon the Father as God, we do call 
upon Jeſus Chriſt who is the ſame: God - with | 

the Father. | And the Grace diſpenſed to us 

by the Father, is alſo diſpenſed to us by Jeſus | 
Chriſt, who therein co- operates with the Fa- 
Ther. John 5. 17. My Faiher wanketb bitherto 
dend 1 werk, i, e. the lame works together with | 
Þ| Him. For, all effential works, ſuch es the 
works of nature, grace and glory, are equally } 
Yone-by the Father and the Son. And 1 | 
re 
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20 NBG in the M inifiry, 
fore jeſus Chriſt ſays, John 14. 13, 14. hat- 


ſoc ber ye ſball ask in ny name, that twill I do. if 


ye ſhall ast any thing in my name, 1 will do it. 
Twice over He promiſes that He Himſelf will 
do it. Not the Father only, but He in Con- 
junction with the Father. We do therefore 
go to Chriſt and receive from Chriſt, in going 
to the Father and receiving from the Father 
in Chrilt's name. Yer however, ſometimes 
we find rhe Servants ot Chrilt explicitly and 
diſtinctly invocating His Perſon for needed 
Grace. Thus when He was on Earth, His 
Diſciples,when they ſaw a need of having their 
Faith in Him ſtrenghened, they prayed ro Him 
and ſaid, Lord, increaſe our Faith, Luke 17. 5. 
And after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt into Heaven, 
the Apolile Faul under a ſenſe of his need of 
relief and help, b-ſought the Lord Feſus thrice, 
that the meſſenger of Satan might depart from 
him, 2 Cor. 12. 8. He berook himſelt ro 

Chriſt by Prayer, and had à promiſe from 
Him that His Grace ſhould be ſufficient for 
him, though his - Affliction, whatever ir was, 
were not removed. And thus expreſly to 

own and invocate che Lord Jeſus Chriſt as 


the great God, the fountain and giver of all 


Grace, will de found a bleſſed -merhod in 
our retirements for obtaining Communications 
of Grace from Him, by N . of Grace 


that is in Him, John 4. Thou wouldeft 
have askedof- him, _ 195 wont have groen er 
ner: Mater. TONE inet 113 191 
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by what we may have done already, are to be 


Faith in Him for enablement to our work, Al 


Spirit, which they that believe on him ſhould re. 
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2. IVE mult go to Chriſt in Humility : Bearing 
upon our minds an humble ſenſe of our 4a7wo7-, 
rthinrſs to be employed by Him in the Work of 
the Miniſtry, ro be improved and made uſe of 
in ſuch ipecial Service for His Great Name; 
His Grace herein is what we ſhould moſt hum- 
bly adore, in ſuch like exclamation as that of 
David, Who am I O Lerd God! and ubar js my Ri 
bouſe that thcu haſt brought me hitherro ! We | 
ſhould likewiſe hutmbly confeſs ro Teſus Chriſt 
our own. inſufficiency for the Work we are 
called ro, and humbly expett all Ability unto 
fairhfulneſs from His free Grace alone, We 
muſt look to obtain Mercy of the Lord to be 
fairhful. All imaginations of meriting more, 


deteſted. Our hope from firſt to lait is to be 
founded on the pure mercy of our Lot Jeſus 
Chriſt, Applications to Him with ſuch an 
humble frame of mind ſhall aſſuredly ſucceed; 
Jam. 4. 6. He giveth grace to the bumble : and 
will bear their Deſire, Pſal. 10. 17. 


3. WE mult go 10 Chriſt with the exerciſe of 


{ſpecial Grace and Aſſiſtance is conveyed ro us 

from Chriſt, in the way of believing in Him. 
Joh, 7. 38,39. He that believeth on me, us the |} 
Scripture bath ſaid, out of bis belly Jhall flow } 
rivers of living water. This fpake be of ub 


cezve. This is not to be underſtood only of 
thoſe mifaculous and extraordinary Gifts of, i 
the Spirit, which were beſfow'd on many that |} 


D die \ 
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did not truly believe on Jeſus Chriſt, and were 
denied to many that did truly believe on Him. 
Bur ir is eſpecially to be underſtood of thoſe 
Janctifying gifts and enlivening influences of 
the Spirir, which Were granted only to real 
Believers on Chriſt. Thoſe Graces and graci- 
ous influences are never beſtowed, but in the 
way of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, There muſt 
then be in us an humble reliance on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, for the aids of His Holy Spirir, 
and all ſupplies of Grace. A Chriſt-depending 
frame of Heart is to be kept up in us, that we 
may have grace and ſtrength communicated to 
us. This is what our Lord Himſelf eſpecially 
directs us unto, in John 15. 4. Abide in me, 
— as the Branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, ex- 
cept it abide in the Vine, no more can ye, except 
ye abide in me. The Branch derives, Juice 
from the Vine, in order to truirtulneſs, by a 
conſtant, cloſe adherence to the Vine; So 
do we derive ſtrength from Chriſt by con- 
ſtant dependance upon Him. We ſhould 
therefore frequently renew acts of Faith and 
truſt in Jeſus Chriſt for renewed ſupplies of 
Grace. We ſtand in daily need of Chriſt ; in 
every duty we are called to engage in, we 
need his help: and therefore we ſhould have 
our daily dependance upon Him for His holy 
aſſiſtance. The Branch brings not 'forth fruit 
by the Sap communicated to it one day, but 


by daily freſh communications thereof. No | 
more can we, without continued new aſſiſ- 
tances from Jeſus Chriſt, do any thing as we 


| 


ought. Upon Him therefore muſt the whole 
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dependance of our Souls be, for a ſufficiency of 


Grace, to enable us day by day unto the du- 


ties incumbent on us. The greateſt Parts 


and Gifts are not to be confided in as: ſuffici- 


ent to carry us through our Work, but Chriſt 
alone is to be made the Object of our hum- 
ble Confidence for abilities unto the well 


performing of every duty from time to time. 


On His ſufficiency we muſt live, not any ſup- 


poſed ſufficiency of our own. 


4. WE muſt go to Chriſt, with Thankſgrvoings 


10 Him for the leaſt meaſure of aſſiſtance hitherto 
experienced, The Apoſtle has ſer us an Ex- | 
ample; who ſays in our Text, — I thank 


Feſus Chriſt ourLord, who bathenabled me. Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the Communications of Grace, acts 


not as a natural Agent to the utmoſt of His 


power ; bur as a free and voluntary Agent, 


accord ing to His ſovereign pleaſure. To ſome 


He gives more, to ſome leſs, as pleaſes Him. 
As one branch receives more from the vine 


than another, ſo one Miniſter receives more 


grace and vertue from Chriſt than another. 
All have not equal graces and aſhſtances. 
Nor have any alike aſſiſtances at all ſeaſons ; 
but at one time more than at another. Yer 
however, the ſmalleſt degrees of aſſiſting 
grace from Jeſus Chriſt, oughr thankfully ro 


be acknowledged. He mult inherit our praiſes 


for whatever help He is pleaſed to afford us. 


Such humble thankfulneſs ro Chriſt for ever 
10 little received, is the way to have more 


Dia beltowed 
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beſtowed upon us. A thankful Soul, ſhall | 
have more to be thankful for, 17 8 5 


J. WE muſt go to Chriſt in the way of diligent 
Study, We may not expect immediate inſpi- 
ration, as the Apoſtles had, ſo as not to need 
ro think aforehand, what we ſhould ſay upon 
any occalion, All gracious aſſiſtance comes 
in, only in the actings of diligence. To neg- 


le*t our Studies, and yer to hope that Chriſt | - 


will help us, will be found in us the moſt ag- 
gravated Preſumption, We muſt therefore 
be in the uſe of all means, even, private read- 
ings and meditations , eſpecially ſtudying 
the holy Scriptures, which are our only rule 
and- guide in all our work, In this way of 
Paintul Study, we may hope to be more and 
more enriched with all Gifts & Graces. This 
is the courſe which the Apoſtle directs. Timothy 
unto, in order to his proficiency in ſpiritual 
Gifts and Abilities, 1 Tim. 4. 13, 15. Give at- 
tendance to reading, meditate upon ibeſe things, 
give ibyſelf wholly to them, that thy praſiting 
may appear to all. In this caſe that will be 
found a Truth, Prov. 10. 4. The band of the 
diigent maketh rich, „„ 
5. WE muſt go to Chriſt with @ ſincerg regard 
40 His Glory; Propounding that as the great 
end of our deſiring aſſiſtance from Him. The 
beſt Gifts are earneſtly ro be coveted, and all 
needful aids are feryently to be requeſted, 
ver not to ſer off ourſelyes, bur Jeſus Chrilt. 
The Honour and Glory of our great _ 2 
: | Malter 


Deri ved from CHRIST. 23 


[1 ] Maſter is to be made the principal end of our 
2 ambition to excell in Miniſterial abilities. 
We mult deſire to receive from Him, with an | 
+ | upright intention to employ all for Him. 
i- . This is the great end of Chriſt, in all thoſe | 
d privileges, Gifts and Graces, which He beſtaws | 
n upon us, 1 Pet. 2. 9. Te are a choſen Genera- 
S | ration, a royal Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a pe- 
- | cular Feople, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſes || 
th him wbo bath called you out of darkneſs into || 
his marvellous light, And as this is the great 
end of Chriſt in giving Gifts to Men, ſo it 
ſhould be our great end in asking Gifts of 
Him. They are to be ſought, as qualifications | 
tor His Service, that we may be the more ac- 
tive inſtruments of His Glory. We ſhould | 
always bear it upon our Minds, that there are 
none among the Sons of Men, who have ſuch | 
ſpecial advantages and opportunities, and 
who are under ſuch peculiar obligations, to | 
advance the. Glory of Chriſt, as thoſe that are | 
called ro be His Miniſters. And their true 
Work, if they underſtand it, is to labour 
that Chriſt may be magnified in them whether by || 
life or death, Phil. x, 20, 21. There ſhowld || 
then be in us, an Heart bound and ſer for 
the Glory of Chriſt : and all our defires of || 
Grace and Help from Him, ſhould be in or- 
der ro the artaining this moſt excellent and | 
1! divine End. And when they are ſincerely || 
deſired, as neceſſary means unto this deſigned || 
end, they ſhall moſt aſſuredly be granted. 
llieſus Chriſt, for the Glory of His own Name, | 
will fulfil the defires of our Souls. So ſhall | 
Too oo pw ng we | 
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26 Fiithfulneſs in the Miniftry, &c. 
we be found faithful in His Service, and fo 
ſhall we be found among the Number of 
thoſe blefled Servants, unro whom He ſhall 
Jay at the great Day of His appearing, Well 
done, ye good and faithful Servants, enter 


* 


ye into the Joy of your Lord. Amen. 
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